Rev. Phillip Matthew Owens
September 21, 1944 - June 14, 2021

Reverend Phillip Owens, 76, died June 14th after a lengthy illness with his wife, Judy,
lovingly caring for him for several years and by his side at the end. Phil was born on
September 21, 1944 in Atlanta, Georgia.
Phil is survived by his loving wife of 35 years, Judy Boston Owens, his daughter Jennifer
Kay Owens, (Chase), of Overland Park, Kansas (daughter of Anna Blackstock Hall), his
sister, Kay Owens Fitchpatrick of St. Petersburg, Florida, grandchildren Julian and
Jameson Peeples, and nieces and nephews. Preceded in death by his parents, Vera Ann
Spinks Owens and Julian Anderson Owens, and his brother, Perry Joel Owens
Phil graduated from Brown High School in Atlanta, Georgia in 1962 and received his
B.B.A. degree from Georgia State University in 1966 and Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Kentucky where he graduated in 1971. While attending high school
and college, Phil was an avid athlete. He loved playing baseball! He served his country in
the U.S. Coast Guard – 6 months active, 6 years in U.S. Coast Guard Reserve.
Phil’s career consisted of Salvation Army from 1973 to 1979 as Chaplain and clinical
coordinator; Wellstar Kennestone Hospital from 1979 to 2012 as Assistant Chaplain in
patient care; and then in 1999 became the Director of Pastoral Care at the Wellstar
Hospitals where he retired in 2012. He was a Counsellor at First Baptist Church in Powder
Springs, Ga for approximately 20 years. While at Wellstar, Phil worked with Hospice care
and with the volunteers at Wellstar, he held many seminars and retreats at his cabin on
Allatoona Lake. He was an avid runner, always running in the Peachtree Road races for
many years. He enjoyed teaching aerobics where he met his wife, Judy. He loved boating
at Lake Allatoona. He started interfaith monthly meetings among Muslims, Baha’is, Sikhs
and Protestants to share thoughts on religion in the community.
Phil and his wife, Judy, were members of First Baptist Church of Marietta for many years
and were in Gary Bonds Sunday School class.
Phil was a community leader in Cobb County being a very active member of Marietta
Kiwanis Club from 1999 until 2015 where he made many friends. He served on the Board
of the Kiwanis Club and while there as a member he received the Hixson award in 2001.
While in the Kiwanis Club, Phil started the Easter Sunrise Services held at Kennesaw
Mountain each year. He also started bellringing for the Salvation Army and to this day the

members of the Kiwanis Club sign up to ring the bells to collect money for the children in
the community. Phil loved the Salvation Army. He was on the Advisory Board for the
Salvation Army for many years. He was a member of Leadership Cobb, Class of 2002; the
Cobb County Chamber selected Phil to become a member of the Honorary Commanders
Association in 2012; Phil was part of Cobb Prayer Breakfast for many years.
Phil has married so many couples in Cobb County and nearby and did funeral services for
many families of loved ones who had passed. He also counseled couples with stillborn
deaths. He would baptize their babies in a bathtub at the hospital. Everyone who knew
Phil remembers how he would look at them and make them feel so special His eyes and
his mannerisms were so sincere and everyone felt so cared for by him and will remember
him as a fabulous listener, a gifted speaker, a compassionate soul, admired, loved,
dedicated, blessed with God-given talent and always ready and willing to serve others.
His family would like to thank the caregivers and staff at Camellia Place in Woodstock for
taking care of Phil these past 2 years. Also, thankful for Capstone Hospice who did so
much for the family near the end of his life.
Donations can be made in honor of Phil to the Alzheimer’s Association at http://www.alz.or
g.
Judy would like to thank Jennifer (Phil’s daughter); caregivers, staff and residents of Came
llia Place in Woodstock, GA for taking care of Phil these past 2 years; and Capstone Hosp
ice for these past few weeks. They were all so good to Phil.
A memorial service will be held 3:00 PM Sunday, June 20th at the chapel of Mayes WardDobbins Funeral Home in Marietta.

Events
JUN
20

Memorial Service

03:00PM - 03:45PM

Mayes Ward-Dobbins Funeral Home
180 Church Street, N.E., Marietta, GA, US, 30060

Comments

“

I went to Brown High School I graduated in 1969 I didn’t ever know we had gone to
the same high school
Rev Owens did the funeral service for my daughter Jessica Nicole while he was at
Kennestone. He was of great comfort to me. At six to 8 week her intestines ruptured.
He came to the hospital and sat with me in the middle of the night
When my husband died in 2007 he was in the ICU unit. When I arrived at the hospital
my husband had coded they wanted me to leave the room but told them no. He told
them we would stay in the corner and not get in the way.
He I’m sure touched many lives. I will never forget all the comfort he gave me In both
of these very tragic situation. Bless his heart for all he did

sandra Moore - June 20 at 01:12 PM

“

Jackie & Bill Barberee and Barbara & Harry Bannon purchased the Peaceful White
Lilies Basket for the family of Rev. Phillip Matthew Owens.

Jackie & Bill Barberee and Barbara & Harry Bannon - June 17 at 01:27 PM

“

Phil was a year behind me @BHS. After I graduated,
the next time I saw him was at Kennestone Hospital when he made a visit to my wife
who was in intensive care at that time. A very compassionate & caring person. RIP

Jim - June 17 at 01:04 PM

“

Phil was always a positive example of what is good! He will be missed! My thoughts
and prayers are with the family. Captain Troy Callihan, Marietta Police retired, Blue
Ridge, Ga.

Troy Callihan - June 16 at 08:22 AM

“

Sweet Tranquility Basket was purchased for the family of Rev. Phillip Matthew
Owens.

June 15 at 03:17 PM

“

Through his kindness and compassion, Phil touched the lives of many people. My
condolences to the family.
Rebekah Lance Callihan RN
Wellstar Kennestone Hospital

Rebekah Callihan - June 14 at 03:09 PM

